




3

The vibrant community that surrounds us is the heartbeat of the Nature Museum. You are at the core of what 
we do, whether you are attending one of our educational programs, a community event, or lending a hand with 
our conservation work, we exist because of you, for you, and for nature. Every day we strive to make the Museum 
a welcoming place of learning and community for everyone. In Fiscal Year 2025, the Nature Museum welcomed 
nearly 120,000 visitors and reached over 38,000 students through our incredible education programs.
 
Every day, we use, apply, and celebrate science and nature here at the Nature Museum. Now, more than ever, it 
is critical to provide science-based data, facts, and STEM education programs so that everyone can understand 
how our actions affect nature and the environment on which we all depend. Our educational programs provide 
teachers and students throughout the Chicagoland area with the tools needed to interpret and understand 
science. It is our goal that all students enjoy a Nature Museum educational experience with a newfound 
appreciation for and connection to science.
 
I am grateful and honored to work alongside a dedicated Board of Trustees, led by Board Chair Bob Frentzel. Our 
Trustees are outstanding ambassadors and champions of nature, science and education in Chicago. Together with 
our partners we are taking the Nature Museum to new heights.
 
Thanks to donors and partners like you, the Nature Museum is experiencing incredible momentum as we look 
to the future. Our conservation biologist released nearly 300 smoothgreen snakes this fiscal year. These efforts 
are protecting our ecosystems and our most vulnerable local species. Our community scientists completed over 
2,000 surveys, dramatically increasing the volume of scientific data we capture and disseminate. Our community 
science surveys, like the Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network (IBMN) survey, serve as national models. This fiscal 
year, findings from our research were featured in national and international news outlets significantly increasing  
the impact of our work.

We also recently launched our beautiful, self-curated exhibit, By a Thread: Nature’s Resilience. This exhibit dives 
into the science of biodiversity and what it takes to protect it—showcasing the research, conservation, and 
education work happening every day across the Museum and Academy. From exploring regional collections 
to getting hands-on with real fieldwork-inspired activities to creating their own unique butterfly to add to an 
immersive ecosystem, guests of all ages will uncover the challenges of biodiversity loss and discover how they 
can be part of the solution. This exhibit is the result of incredible dedication and collaboration across every 
department at the Nature Museum, and I could not be prouder of the team of dedicated staff I work with. Please 
come experience this incredible exhibit!

Thank you for helping us further our mission 
to connect people to nature and science. 
It is a privilege to welcome our guests and 
curious students into the wonders of nature.  
We look forward to another year of inspiring 
nature champions, and I can’t wait to 
see you in the Museum soon!
 

A Message from the President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
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The mission of the Nature Museum is to create a positive 
relationship between people and nature to grow our 
region’s connection to the world of nature and science.
 
We envision a future where all people value and 
champion the science and wonder of nature.

Mission & Vision

Reaccreditation Process
In March 2025, the Nature Museum received 
reaccreditation status from the American Alliance of Museums (AAM).
 
AAM is the only organization representing the entire museum field, from art and history museums to science 
centers and zoos. As the Museum field’s mark of distinction since 1971, accreditation offers high profile, peer-
based validation of a museum’s operations and impacts. This status increases a museum’s credibility and value to 
funders, policy makers, insurers, community, and peers. This process, centered on self-study and peer review, takes 
8-16 months to complete, and is done every 10 years. The Nature Museum was last reaccredited in 2014.
 
The Nature Museum underwent this process throughout 2024-2025, culminating with a two-day site visit that 
took place in November 2024. The Museum successfully received reaccreditation status after this site visit was 
complete and the peer reviewers submitted their reviews.
 

Highlights from the report received upon notification of receiving reaccreditation include:

• Museum met all the core standards

• Museum benefits from knowledgeable and experienced staff

• Museum excels in many areas: educational programs, 

	  leadership in field biology and conservation, 

	  collections care, and management

One of the biggest benefits from this entire process, apart from receiving reaccreditation, is the final report’s 
inclusion of areas the Museum can improve upon over the next 10 years in between reaccreditation cycles. Part 
of the 8-16 months long process is a self-study where the Museum addresses the areas of improvement from 
the last time the process was completed. The concerns are leveled as either a minor or major concern in the site 
visit reports that institutions receive. We are proud to only have received a few minor areas of opportunity in 
our report and look forward to working strategically as an organization to address these concerns and make our 
Museum even stronger.



Chicago Conservation Corps (C3)
The Chicago Conservation Corps (C3) collaborates with partners across the city to inspire and fund lasting change 
through grassroots community organization and climate organization. C3 acts as a force multiplier for communities 
and individuals who want to make a difference. By training community members to launch their own sustainability 
projects, we ensure that our projects have the grassroots support they need to be successful.
 
We educate our members with the support of established organizations already doing sustainability work through 
our C3 Expert partnerships. These partnerships allow our leaders to gain hands-on experience during their training. 
We empower our members to take action to create data-driven solutions with their communities and build hope for 
a sustainable future. We fund unlimited sustainability projects from our leaders. C3 Leaders become sustainability 
champions in their communities, and C3 removes barriers to action by providing funds and individualized Museum 
staff support for every project.
 
This year, thanks to a generous donor, the Nature Museum C3 team launched a brand-new section of the program 
dedicated to food sustainability. Historically, C3 projects completed by leaders have been focused on waste, water, 
energy, connecting people to nature, green space, and wildlife conservation, with the occasional project dedicated 
to food in the form of compost projects. This new food sustainability-focused curriculum examined critical issues 
like food access, sustainable agriculture, and how to lower the greenhouse gas emissions associated with our food. 
Throughout this 8-week course, leaders also explored how they can support Chicago’s growing urban agriculture and 
food rescue initiatives.

“I wish you could see the children in the field. These 

are 3rd to 5th graders. They do an outstanding job 

in environmental stewardship. They are so attentive, 

curious, and fun, and they learn so much. They are so 

proud to be stewards. It is just amazing!” (Feedback from 

C3 Leader, Nina Khan, about her two projects in the past 

year, where 500 children from 4 schools in the south side 

of Chicago partner with HPNC, Mighty Acorns, and 

Master Naturalists to learn about stewardship at 

Jackson and Burnham Parks.)

“I love keeping spaces clean and green! It was amazing to 

bring a group of people together and accomplish the same 

goal!” (Feedback from C3 Leader, Kelli Pelc, regarding her 

project to clean up litter and waste in Humboldt Park)
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Biology
In August of 2024, the Nature Museum hired a new Curator of Turtle Conservation, Dr. Callie Klatt 
Golba. Dr. Klatt Golba’s work elevates the Academy’s role in Blanding’s turtle conservation from that 
of a conservation partner in head-starting, to a leader in original research, guiding management efforts 
throughout the species range.
 
Throughout Fiscal Year 2025, the Nature Museum’s Collections, Living Collections, and Biology teams gave 
26 presentations, submitted for publication 7 times, and accepted for publication/published 6 times.  

Highlights from the past fiscal year include:
 

Dr. Douglas Taron, Chief Curator Emeritus, was one of numerous co-authors on a paper entitled "Rapid Butterfly 
declines across the United States during the 21st Century." This paper was published in the journal Science 
and has received extensive media coverage. Reports about the paper have appeared in The New York Times, 
Washington Post, USA Today, The Guardian, ABC News, CBS News, CNN, NPR, The BBC, Reuters, 
and National Geographic.

Dr. Allison Sacerdote-Velat gave the keynote presentation “It’s not easy being green: Take-aways from 15 
years of Opheodrys vernalis conservation & natural history” at the Ohio Partners in Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation conference in Columbus, Ohio in April.

 
Our Biology and Collections teams were featured in 21 different media segments 
throughout fiscal year 2025. Some highlights include:
 

Allen Lawrance was interviewed in August about local dragonfly migrations by WBBM News Radio 780 and by 
the Chicago Tribune about the green darner dragonfly that occurred during Lollapalooza.

Dr. Klatt Golba developed an educational video in partnership with the Lake County Forest Preserve District’s 
PR team showing how to help a turtle cross the road. This video was shared on social media for World Turtle Day 
and received over 3,000 views on Instagram and over 10,000 views on Facebook.

The Nature Museum is currently in the middle of a grant-funded project to research Smooth Greensnake 
health. Particularly, tracking snake fungal disease and heavy metal bioaccumulation.

In late 2021, turtle shell fungal disease, an emerging disease that causes lesions in the shells, was 
detected in headstart turtles across multiple counties in Illinois. The disease is caused by a fungus called 
Emydomyces testavorans. Headstarting in Illinois was paused while researchers work to determine the 
source of the disease, and collaborate on treatment trials. Many partners in the Illinois Blanding’s turtle 
recovery effort have helped conduct field sampling to determine if and where the pathogen may be present 
in the wild. Led by the University of Illinois Wildlife Epidemiology Lab, disease sampling includes collection 
of swabs and blood samples to detect presence of the fungus. The Nature Museum took part in a clinical 
trial to test effectiveness of a treatment with 14 Blanding’s turtle headstarts that have tested positive for 
the fungus. This 18-month trial was just completed. The Nature Museum is now in the process of working 
towards making our Blanding's lab a negative (fungus free) space so that 
we can eventually resume our headstart program. Shedd Aquarium agreed 
to remain a positive facility and will be taking our 14 Blanding's turtles 
for further monitoring. Six of the turtles were transferred to Shedd in 
December 2024 and the remaining eight were transferred in June 2025. 
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Biology

7



Educational programs are at the heart of the Nature Museum’s efforts to fulfill its mission. With research and study at 
the core of the institution’s founding, Nature Museum educators provide more hands-on contact hours with students 
and teachers than any other museum in the city: more than 78,000 hours each year, with ten full-time school program 
staff members who teach a combined total of more than 38,000 students and 1,200 teachers from schools throughout 
Chicago, most of which serve high percentages of low-income students primarily from Chicago Public Schools. Students 
learn about the natural environment and how it directly impacts their lives. These hands-on school programs are aligned 
with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), and feature the Nature Museum’s unique resources, from live 
animals to our vast preserved scientific collection. 

In partnership with DePaul University’s User Experience Design Capstone Class of 2025, the Nature Museum’s 
Sustainability Center underwent an incredible digital transformation. The goal for the students was to take the already 
existing educational content on our digital screens in the exhibit and turn it into engaging games and content that 
appeal to people of all ages. Over the course of 13 weeks, the students worked together to develop these games, 
receiving feedback from Museum staff throughout the entire process. The result of their efforts were completely 
redesigned screens for each of the 5 digital components in the exhibit: Water, Economy & Culture, Energy, Food, and 
the Library. The finished screens make the content more accessible and engaging for all audiences, while still educating 
our visitors on the importance of conservation in each pillar.

Education programs and curriculum grew and expanded over the past year. We piloted new day-off camps and a 
program specially for tweens (ages 10-14 years old). Summer camp added another group of students to each session, 
bringing the joy of a summer connecting with nature to more kids, as well as increasing revenue opportunities. 
Education staff created 3 new Science on the Go curriculum, grounded in Next Generation Science Standards, to bring 
to teachers and classrooms next school year, building on our 30-year Science on the Go tradition. We partnered with 
the Lawndale Pop-Up Museum to bring nature connections to their Friday evening community events, and the resulting 
nature-inspired, community-created art work will be showcased at the Museum in the fall. 

“Thank you so much for this experience! I had so much fun doing different things. I learned how to test water 

chemistry and about different species. My favorite part was going in the water and looking at the pretty 

butterflies. I had never been to the Museum so I had an amazing first time. I have so many pictures and 

memories there. I'm so glad you gave us this opportunity!!” (7th Grade Student participating in programming)

“I love letting them bring new things into the class to see how they are curious outside of the classroom. We 

use the board for questions we have from outside of school about curriculum. It has been interesting to see 

what they get curious about and how other students usually engage really well with peer questions versus 

teacher questions.”  (SOG participating teacher describing how they 

integrate student-driven inquiry into teaching)

Education
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The Nature Museum featured several exciting exhibits during FY25.

In Nature Cat: Backyard and Beyond, kids stepped into adventure with Fred, an ordinary house cat who once 
imagined himself as the fearless Nature Cat, ready to explore the great outdoors. Alongside his quirky crew—Hal 
the fun-loving dog, Squeeks the clever mouse, and Daisy the curious bunny—young explorers journeyed through a 
series of nature-inspired experiences. They crawled through tunnels, wandered through a shadowy cave, splashed 
down a pretend waterslide, and discovered the secrets of marshes and forests. Whether planting flowers in an 
urban garden or searching for Hal’s lost flying disc, every activity sparked curiosity and celebrated the wild 
world beyond the backyard.

The Art and Science of Arachnids was an exhibit designed to explore the intriguing world of arachnids—such as 
spiders and scorpions—while aiming to shift public perceptions. Through a combination of art, cultural references, 
live specimens, and hands-on displays, the exhibit highlighted the ecological importance and advantages of these 
often-misunderstood creatures. It invited visitors to gain a deeper appreciation for arachnids and helped dispel 
common fears and myths surrounding them.

Throughout FY25, the Nature Museum displayed incredible internal collaboration and design to develop the 
Museum’s current exhibit that is on display from June 2025 – June 2026. This exhibit is the result of many months 
of “all hands-on deck” cross-departmental partnership to create an exhibit that truly tells the story of the Academy 
and the important work done every day by our incredible team. By A Thread: Nature's Resilience dives into the 
science of biodiversity and what it takes to protect it—showcasing the research, conservation, and education work 
happening every day across the Museum and Academy. From exploring regional collections to getting hands-on with 
real fieldwork-inspired activities, guests of all ages will uncover the challenges of biodiversity loss and discover how 
they can be part of the solution.

The Nature Museum is determined to uphold and further our mission of creating a positive relationship between 
people and nature to grow our region’s connection to the world of nature and science. Each exhibit, program, or 
activity at the Museum is selected with this mission in mind. The team at the Nature Museum uses art to connect 
visitors to nature across all areas of the Museum. In FY25, the Museum’s first floor flat show exhibit space showcased 
art centered around nature from Molly Cranch, William Burt, and Lindsay Olson. Nature itself is art, and exists all 
around us. It is important to curate exhibits that feature art developed by artists from across Illinois and beyond, as 
their interpretation of the natural world provides visitors to the Nature Museum with the ability to develop deeper 
connections to the world they live in, as they are able to 
see images, paintings, sculptures, and more of the wildlife 
they see around them every day, but in an up-close 
and personal manner.
 
To celebrate the start of the summer season and engage 
our community in a meaningful way, we hosted Summer 
Nature Fest 2025, the Nature Museum’s annual way to kick 
off the summer. This event launched simultaneously with 
the opening of the By a Thread: Nature’s Resilience 
exhibit. We welcomed over 700 guests and exceeded the 
previous year’s revenue.

Exhibits and Community Events
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Collections
The Collections team completed an Institute of Museums and Library Sciences grant to catalogue and digitize the 
institution’s botany collection. Our team processed 6,282 specimens from the herbarium backlog, largely collected 
in the mid-1800s. This project culminated in 14,678 catalogue records representing 30,596 scientific herbarium 
specimens available online in Arctos. Using this revitalized botany collection, the Collections team created two new 
online exhibits in Google Arts & Culture: “The Botanical Time Capsule” and “The People and Places in Collections.”
 
Over the last year, the Collections team was also hard at work digitizing 279 original motion picture films thanks to a 
grant received from the Council on Library and Information Resources that are available online through the Internet 
Archive and Arctos portals, as well as the Nature Museum’s YouTube channel.
 
Additionally, the Collections team received materials from the Division of Birds at the National Museum of Natural 
History, Smithsonian to add to the Nature Museum’s established Reuben M. Strong manuscript collection. Strong 
was a local ornithologist who helped establish the Chicago Ornithological Society. Once these newly-received papers 
are processed, they will be open for research.

Marketing
The Nature Museum consistently received incredible coverage for temporary and self-curated exhibits, including 
coverage from NBC 5 Chicago, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Chicago Tribune, and Fox 32 Chicago. Additionally, 
our scientists and educators had several opportunities to speak to local and national outlets about conservation, 
showcasing the Museum staff’s expertise in areas like frogs, climate change, and butterfly populations.
 
In partnership with the Biology team at the Nature Museum, the Marketing team participated in Reverse the Red 
Day on social media platforms. This event highlighted organizations working to assist endangered species. On this 
day, the Nature Museum, led by Dr. Allison Sacerdote-Velat, pledged to support Blanding’s turtles, one of seven 
listed turtle species categorized as endangered or threatened in Illinois. The Nature Museum is committed to 
restoring the population of this endangered native species and help reestablish ecological balance to the area.



Butterfly Ball
The 27th Annual Butterfly Ball celebrated the Nature Museum’s many science education and nature conservation 
programs. The Butterfly Award for Exemplary Leadership was presented to Joan Walker and Leslie Burns, two long 
time board members. The Award for Outstanding Leadership in Community Engagement was presented to Cayley 
Tull and the Tullman Family Office, in honor of their incredible generosity and partnership on the Museum’s Flight of 
Butterflies exhibit. The 27th Annual Butterfly Ball successfully raised more than $1.6 Million in sponsorships, paddle 
raise contributions, and donations to support the Nature Museum’s many activities.

Attendance and Private Events
The Nature Museum welcomed 119,638 visitors in Fiscal Year 2025. We had a 9.41% increase in membership revenue 
and 5.47% increase in paid visitors compared to Fiscal Year 2024. There was also an overall 6.88% increase in revenue 
in FY25 compared to FY24. We continue to see a steady increase in visitors each year, and anticipate seeing this trend 
continue in the next fiscal year. The Nature Museum is proud to have doubled private event revenue, achieving a goal of 
$200,000 in FY25 (vs. $100,000 FY24). This increase in private event revenue is part of the Nature Museum’s long-term 
goal of diversifying funding streams. 



Financial Stability 
and Operational Updates
At the end of the 2024 school year, the federal government ended the Covid-19 Emergency Relief Funds that many 
schools had relied on for professional development and classroom programs. At the same time, some longtime 
funders are shifting their priorities, and the rising cost of materials and transportation has made it more expensive 
to run these programs.

This halt in federal support threatens many programs and initiatives that make the Nature Museum such a powerful 
force for education, conservation, and community engagement. Without this critical funding, continuing our 
important work becomes much harder.

Looking ahead, the Museum has decided to remove all federal funding projections from its upcoming budget due to 
uncertainty under the current U.S. administration. While the Museum doesn’t rely as heavily on federal support as 
many of our fellow institutions, this shift has already had a real impact. Unfortunately, several funded programs 
are now on pause.

In June 2024, the Nature Museum’s Board of Trustees approved the FY25 organization budget with an Operating 
Loss after Debt Service and Capital Expenditures of $414,000, with the intent that the organization would close 
this gap and balance this budget during the FY25 year, prior to the close on June 30, 2025. Despite many challenges, 
the Nature Museum ended the year with a $235,000 net deficit, significantly lower than the budgeted deficit. 
This was achieved by additional funding from other existing and new sources, as well as cost savings across the 
organization. The Nature Museum is keenly attuned to expenses and has eliminated as many expenses temporarily 
as possible, including a hiring freeze for non-revenue driving positions. In June 2025, the Board of Trustees 
approved a break-even budget for FY26.

The external auditors are currently scheduled to conduct the FY25 Audit and prepare the FY25 Financial 
Statements in the coming months, which  will be posted on our website once the Board of Trustees approves these. 
Additionally, in 2025, the Nature Museum successfully maintained a Platinum Seal of Transparency, the highest level 
attainable from GuideStar, as well as a 4-start rating from Charity Navigator, the highest level possible.
 
The Nature Museum’s relationship with its lender, PNC, remains strong. In the continued uncertain environment, 
one of the Nature Museum’s strategies has been to build cash reserves. The Nature Museum continues to seek 
ways to diversify its earned and contributed revenue streams.
 
Fiscal Year 2026 will continue to be a year of growth, and fundraising remains critical to the institution’s success. 
The institution is hopeful that with continued marketing strategies and potential capital grant opportunities, it will 
be able to exceed the revenue goals presented in the FY26 budget.
 
As part of a local increase in unionization at cultural organizations, 
the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees 
trade union approached Museum employees in May of 2023 to 
begin creating a union. The employees voted to do so. After 
many months of productive negotiations, the 3-year Collective 
Bargaining Agreement was ratified in October 2024.
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$100,000+
Chicago Park District
Sue & Brian Griffith
ITW
Micole Foundation
Peggy & Dick Notebaert
U.S. Forest Service International Division

$50,000–$99,999
Aon
The Brinson Foundation
Leslie & John Burns
Peggy & Stephen Diamond
John Edelman and Suzanne Krohn
Michelle & Bruce Hawver
Nicole & Todd Lacy
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Abbott
BMO
Helen Brach Foundation
Anna & Greg Brown
The Canning Foundation
CIBC
Kent & Elizabeth Dauten
The Walter S. and Lucienne B. Driskill Foundation
Bob & Jenny Frentzel
Grainger
GCM Grosvenor
David & Kelly Hackett
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Bill & Kathleen Jackson
Morris Animal Foundation
Motorola Solutions
PNC
RoundTable Healthcare Partners
Russell Reynolds Associates
Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Foundation
Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust
Steans Family Foundation
Lisa & Charles Tribbett
Glen & Patricia Tullman
Joan Walker
Richard & Marlene Williams
Wintrust
	
$10,000-$24,999
Kenneth Aldridge
Dana & Stephanie Arnett
Jennie & Mark Bennett
Kathy Bolhous Foundation
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
Greg & Mamie Case
Clayco
ComEd, an Exelon Company
The DEKA Foundation
Deloitte
DePaul University
Diane Douglas
The Duchossois Family Foundation
Teresa & Daniel George
Ingredion
The Kadens Family Foundation
Rakesh & Manisha Khanna
Deb & John Lahey

Amy & Stephen Lucas
Sara Lurie
Mazza Foundation
Gail Moss
Jim & Kate Murray
Northern Trust
Erin & Todd Ohlms
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation
Helen & Curtis Pinnell Foundation
Pritzker Traubert Family Foundation
Rose Pest Solutions
Saturday Legal
SCB
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Stacie & David Selinger
Ben & Carly Settle
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
Weber Shandwick
Susan Whiting
Winston & Strawn LLP
Colleen Zambole

$1,000-$9,999
AOL
Jennifer Ames and Paul Lazarre
Erin Amico and Augustin Wegscheider
Amy Andrejek
Anonymous
John & Maureen Ashenden
Trish Atha
Avnet
Michael & Elizabeth Babbitt
BCG
Pam & Jim Beck
Philip & Margaret Block
Nadalie Bosse and Larry Nettles
Diana Bowen
Joel Brammeier
Joel Brown and Jean Powlesland
Edward Calkins
Mia Cardwell
William J. Clancy Foundation
Chad Coker and Mark Ward
Leslie Coolidge
David & Laura Davis
John DeBlasio
Elizabeth & Matthew Denison
Meredith Diamond
Charles Diamond
John Didrickson
Joe & Kathleen Dolan
Chuck & Christine Douglas
Philip & Marsha Dowd
Fidelity
Paul Francuch
Goldman Sachs
David & Jill Greer
John Grothaus and Justyna Susfal Grothaus
Ed & Marisel Guntin
Ted Haffner
John Healy
Robert & Jennifer Henner
Lisa Henner
Janice Honigberg
Irish Woods Foundation
Tanya Jaeger de Foras and 
       Pierre Jacques de Foras

Fiscal Year 2025 Donors
Jahn Foundation
Bob Jeffrey
Jocarno Fund
Greg & Ann Jones
Robert Kahl
The Kemper Foundation
Koenig Family Foundation
Dorothy Kugel
Jessie Lai
Lucinda & Benjamin Lenhardt
Sam & Matthew Lerner
Jonny Leroy
Kathryn Liao and Mark Barham
Lyon Family Foundation
Gary & Sue Lytle
John & Susan Major
Mark Malueg and Jennifer Anne Thiede-Malueg
Dan Malven
Roland & Adele Martel
Math Cultural Center of Chicago
Paul & Renata Mclean
Mesirow Financial
Jan & Carol Miecznikowski
Marcus Miller and Chris Horsman
Michael & Meeghan Nemeroff
Shelley Ochab and Chester Gougis
Old Town Triangle Association
Walter Oliver
Sam & Mary Palumbo Family Foundation
Peoples Gas Community Fund at 
    The Chicago Community Trust
PJH and Associates, Inc.
Margaret Porter
Jane Potter
Abigail Pucker
Richard Raskin and Susan Bazargan
Richard & Merrilee Redmond
Ted & Emilysue Reichardt
Brett Reinholz and Karen Cooper
Lesa & Hugh Rider
Michael Rizo and Socorro Orozco de Rizo
John Sabl and Alice Young
Allison Sacerdote-Velat and Tom Velat
Carole Sandner
Robert & Raeanne Sarazen
Michael Schaeffer and Michelle Maton
Drew Scott
Joseph & Sara Shacter
Lee & Valerie Shapiro
Geoffrey Smith and Catherine Stewart
Adele Simmons
Christina & Matthew Speh
Marianne Stanke and James Trofimuk
Ian Tallett
Bob & Cyndy Tallett
Paul Tashima
The Donnelley Foundation
University Corporation for 
     Atmospheric Research
UScellular
Vanderpoel Conservation Foundation
Vedder Price
Brian & Lisa Walker
Joan Winter and Michael Levitt
Wrightwood Neighbors Association
Jeffrey Zdenahlik
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Museum Staff
As of June 30, 2025

$100-$999
Heather Alger
Judith Anderson
Anonymous
John Archer and Kathleen Rice
Allie & Kevin Armstrong
Richard & Cheryl Balough
Greg Bednar
Michael Biskin and Carla Gordon
Linda Brummer-Welsh and Michael Welsh
Terrence Burns
George T. Chakos Fine Art
Brian & Christy Collie
John Crank and Un Mei Pan
Deanna Dunagan
Kassia Dunajewski and Benedykt Slusarek
Peter & Joanne Fischer
Michael & Valerie Foradas
Karin Fratini
Carla Funk
John & Gwendolyn Gage
Barbara Geist
Kanwal & Kamala Ghaey

Christopher Gorter
Gorter Family Foundation
Riley Haemer
Harrison Kennicott
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Raymond Klebba and Peggy Mistak
Gary Kohn and Susan Barry
Anand Lal and Mrinalini Chandra
Cary Latimer and Julie Lasin
John & Jill Levi
David & Megan Levitch
Nan Li and Yuheng Hu
Mark Lillie
Julie Long
Debbie Lorig
Scott Manzler
Jeanne Martineau
Robert Mathias
The McShane Companies
John Meeks and Susan Benner
Cordelia Meyer
Ben & Mara Neill

Peter & Cathy Nichols 
Matthew & O'Meara
Dan & Karen Pansing
Laura Payne
Frederic Pearson
Jacques & Bev Perret
Thomas Poklen
Mark Potosnak and Christie Klimas
Leah & Ben Rosemergy
Kim Shepherd
Morlen Sinoway and Susan Kavanaugh
James Smith
Wayne Svoboda
Cherryl Thomas
Samuel Tinaglia
Thomas Tunney
Stephanie & Paul Van Lake
Jaclyn & Ben Wallis
Donna Warren
Mike & Robin Zafirovski
Virginia Zdenahlik
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PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 
Erin Amico 
    President & CEO 

ADVANCEMENT 
Dan Moss, CFRE 
    Vice President of Advancement
Erin Gallagher

BIOLOGY 
Allison Sacerdote-Velat, PhD 
     Curator of Biology and Herpetology/  
     Vice President of Conservation Research 
Lily Barajas
Callie Klatt Golba, PhD
Seth Harper
Allen Lawrance
Ashley Portala
Asa Hagen
Dania Gamez

COLLECTIONS 
Dawn Roberts
    Senior Director of Collections
Jessica Weller

EXHIBITS 
John Aldridge
Jonathan Pollock
Alexander Sharkey

GUEST ENGAGEMENT & 
EXPERIENCE 
Zack Ater 
     Senior Director of Guest         	
     Engagement & Experience
Haven Denson
Anabel Hirano
Steven Kramer
Katie Lago
Azul Nogueron
Jennifer Olson
Loren Stephens
Elena Webster
Jeff Wolfthal
Jun Zhao
Lou Contey
Kolya Clayton
Grace Taylor
Hans Deveraux 
Jesus Zarate
Yahir Dominguez
Maia Koch
Jennifer Eskridge-Hart
Delanna Lewis
Nakaylla Lowe 

EDUCATION 
Miranda Kerr  
    Head of Learning Innovation
Rebecca Brokaw
Kerry Christenson
Garrett Douglas
Maddie Fernandez
Dahlia Martinez
Sam Saffer
Melissa Siska
Aaron Smith
Miranda Sylvester

FINANCE & IT SERVICES 
Chad Coker
    Chief Financial Officer
Spencer Carey
Reanna Miller
Bob Wagner
Judy Wang

MARKETING
Sara Persky 
    Vice President, Marketing
Janelle Vreeland
Tara Preston
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